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BEST MULTICULTURAL CHILDREN’S BOOKS OF 2019

Curated by Dr. Claudette Shackelford McLinn, Lessa Kanani'opua Pelayo-Lozada,
Lettycia Terrones, and Dr. Naomi Caldwell

ANOTHER, written and illustrated by Christian Robinson, unpaged, published by
Anthenum Books for Young Readers, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-5344-2167-7
(Preschool/Elementary school, fiction, picture book)

BABYMOON, by Hayley Barrett, illustrated by Juana Martinez-Neal, unpaged,
published by Candlewick Press, ©2019, ISBN 978-0-7636-8852-3
(Preschool/Elementary school, fiction, picture book)

BELL RANG, THE, written and illustrated by James Ransome, unpaged, published by
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-4424-2113-4 (Elementary
school, fiction, picture book)

BETWEEN US AND ABUELA: A FAMILY STORY FROM THE BORDER, by Mitali
Perkins, illustrated by Sara Palacios, unpaged, published by Farrar Straus Giroux,
©2019, ISBN 978-0-374-30373-0 (Preschool/Elementary school, fiction, picture book)

BIG BED FOR LITTLE SNOW, A, written and illustrated by Grace Lin, unpaged,
published by Little Brown and Company, ©2019, ISBN 978-0-316-478316-6 (Pre-
school/Elementary school, picture book)

BIRTH OF THE COOL: HOW JAZZ GREAT MILES DAVIS FOUND HIS SOUND, by
Kathleen Cornell Berman, illustrated by Keith Henry Brown, unpaged, published by
Page Street Kids, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-62414-690-9 (Upper elementary school/Middle
school, nonfiction/biography, picture book)

BRIDGE HOME, THE, by Padma Venkatraman, 194 pages, published by Nancy
Paulsen Books, an imprint of Penguin Random House LLC. ©2019, ISBN 978-1-5247-
3811-2, (Upper elementary school/Middle school, fiction)

BUTTERFLY YELLOW, by Thannha Lai, 284 pages, published by Harper, an imprint of
HarperCollinsPublishers, ©2019, ISBN 978-0-06-222921-2, (Middle school/High school,
fiction)
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DANCING HANDS: HOW TERESA CARRENO PLAYED PIANO FOR PRESIDENT
LINCOLN, by Margarita Engle, illustrated by Rafael Lopez, unpaged, published by
Atheneum Books for Young Readers. ©2019, ISBN 978-1-4814-8740-5,
(Preschool/Elementary school, nonfiction/biography, picture book)

DREAMS FROM MANY RIVERS: A HISPANIC HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES
TOLD IN POEMS, by Margarita Engle, illustrated by Beatriz Gutierrez Hernandez, 199
pages, published by Godwin Books, Henry Holt and Company. ©2019, ISBN 978-1-
62779-531-9, (Middle school/High school, nonfiction, poetry)

ENCOUNTER, by Brittany Luby, illustrated by Michaela Goade, unpaged, published by
Little, Brown and Company, ©2019, ISBN 978-0-316-44918-2 (Elementary school,
fiction, picture book)

FEED YOUR MIND: A STORY OF AUGUST WILSON, by Jen Bryant, illustrated by
Cannaday Chapman, unpaged, published by Abrams Books for Young Readers, an
imprint of Abrams, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-4197-3653-7 (Elementary school, nonfiction,
picture book)

FRY BREAD: A NATIVE AMERICAN FAMILY STORY, by Kevin Noble Maillard,
illustrated by Juana Martinez-Neal, unpaged, published by Roaring Book Press, ©2019,
ISBN 978-1-62672-746-5 (Preschool/Elementary school, fiction, picture book)

GIRL AND THE WOLF, THE, by Katherena Vermette, pictures by Julie Flett, unpaged,
published by Theytus Books, Schchechmala Children’s Series, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-
926886-54-1 (Preschool/Elementary school, fiction, picture book)

HECTOR: A BOY, A PROTEST, AND THE PHOTOGRAPH THAT CHANGED
APARTHEID, written and illustrated by Adrienne Wright, unpaged, published by Page
Street Kids, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-62414-691-6, (Upper elementary school/Middle school,
nonfiction)

| AM FARMER: GROWING AN ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT IN CAMEROON, by
Baptiste Paul and Miranda Paul, illustrated by Elizabeth Zunon, unpaged, published by
Millbrook Press, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-5124-4914-3, (Elementary school, nonfiction
picture book)

| CAN MAKE THIS PROMISE, by Christine Day, 266 pages, published by Harper, an
imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers, ©2019, ISBN 978-0-06-287199-2, (Upper
elementary school/Middle school, fiction)
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES FOR YOUNG
PEOPLE, AN, by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, adapted by Jean Mendoza and Debbie
Reese, 270 pages, published by Beacon Press. ©2019, ISBN 978-0-80704939-6,
(Middle school/High School, nonfiction)

INFINITE HOPE; A BLACK ARTIST’S JOURNEY FROM WORLD WAR Il TO PEACE,
written and illustrated by Ashley Bryan, 107 pages, published by A Caitlyn Dlouhy Book,
an imprint of Antheneum Books for Young Readers. ©2019, ISBN 978-1-5344-0490-8,
(Upper elementary school/Middle school, nonfiction/autobiography, picture book)

IT RAINED WARM BREAD: MOISHE MOSKOWITZ’S STORY OF HOPE, story by
Gloria Moskowitz, poems by Hope Anita Smith, illustrated by Lea Lyon, 148 pages,
published by Christy Ottaviano Books, Henry Holt and Company, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-
25016-572-5, (Upper elementary school/Middle school, novel in verse)

KING OF KINDERGARTEN, THE, by Derrick Barnes, illustrated by Vanessa Brantley-
Newton, unpaged, published by Nancy Paulson Books, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-5247-4074-
0, (Preschool/Kindergarten, picture book)

LAYLA’S HAPPINESS, by Mariahadessa Ekere Tallie, illustrated by Ashleigh Corrin,
unpaged, published by Enchanted Lion Books, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-59270-288-6,
(Preschool/Elementary school, fiction, picture book)

LEILA IN SAFFRON, by Rukhsanna Guidroz, illustrated by Dinara Mirtalipova,
unpaged, published by Salaam Reads, an imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s
Publishing Division ©2019, ISBN 978-1-5344-2564-4, (Elementary school, fiction,
picture book)

LOOK BOTH WAYS: A TALE TOLD IN TEN BLOCKS, by Jason Reynolds, 188
pages, published by A Caitlyn Dlouhy Book, Atheneum Books for Young Readers.
©2019, ISBN 978-1-62014-281-3, (Upper elementary school/Middle school, fiction)

MAGIC RAMEN: THE STORY OF MOMOFUKU ANDO, by Andrea Wang, illustrated by
Kana Urbanowicz, unpaged, published by Little Bee Books. ©2019, ISBN 978-1-4998-
0703-5, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book)

MISSING DADDY, by Mariame Kaba, illustrated by Bria Royal, 32 pages, published by
Haymaker Books. ©2019, ISBN 978-1-64259-036-4, (Elementary school, fiction, picture
book)

MOON WITHIN, THE, by Aida Salazar, 231 pages, published by Arthur A. Levine
Books, an imprint of Scholastic Inc. ©2019, ISBN 978-1-338-28337-2, (Upper
elementary school/Middle school, novel in verse)
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MY PAPI HAS A MOTORCYCLE, by Isabel Quintero, illustrated by Zeke Pefa,
unpaged, published by Kokila, an imprint of Penguin Random House LLC. ©2019, ISBN
978-0-525-55341-0, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book)

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN INDIAN HISTORY
AND CULTURE: STORIES, TIME LINES, MAPS, AND MORE, by Cynthia O’Brien, 303
pages, published by National Geographic Kids, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-4263-3453-5,
(Upper elementary school, Middle school, nonfiction)

NEW KID, by Jerry Craft, with color by Jim Callahan, 249 pages, published by Harper,
an imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers, ©2019, ISBN 978-0-06-269120-0, (Upper
elementary school, Middle school, fiction, graphic novel)

NIGHT IS YOURS, THE, by Abdul-Razak Zachariah, illustrated by Keturah A. Bobo,
unpaged, published by Dial Books for Young Readers, ©2019, ISBN 978-0-525-55271-
0, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book)

OJIICHAN'’S GIFT, by Chieri Uegaki, illustrated by Genevieve Simms, unpaged,
published by Kids Can Press. ©2019, ISBN 978-1-77138-963-1, (Preschool, Elementary
school, fiction, picture book)

OTHER SIDE, THE: STORIES OF CENTRAL AMERICAN TEEN REFUGEES WHO
DREAM OF CROSSING THE BORDER, by Juan Pablo Villalobos, translated by
Rosalind Harvey, 147 pages, published by Farrar Straus Giroux, ©2019, ISBN 978-0-
374-30573-4, (Middle school/High school, nonfiction)

OTHER WORDS FOR HOME, by Jasmine Warga, 342 pages, published by Balzer +
Bray, an imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers, ©2019, ISBN 978-0-06-274780-8, (Upper
elementary school, Middle school, fiction)

PIE IN THE SKY, by Remy Lai, 380 pages, published by Henry Holt and Company,
©2019, ISBN 978-1-250-31409-3, (Upper elementary school/Middle school, fiction)

PLACE TO BELONG, A, by Cynthia Kadohata, 402 pages, published by A Caitlyn
Dlouhy Book, Atheneum Books for Young Readers, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-4814-4664-8,
(Upper elementary school/Middle school, fiction)

PLACE TO LAND, A: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. AND THE SPEECH THAT
INSPIRED A NATION, by Barry Wittenstein, illustrated by Jerry Pinkney, unpaged,
published by Neal Porter Books, Holiday House. ©2019, ISBN 978-0-8234-4331-4,
(Elementary school, nonfiction/biography, picture book)
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PLANTING STORIES: THE LIFE OF LIBRARIAN AND STORYTELLER PURA
BELPRE, by Anika Aldamuy Denise, illustrated by Paola Escobar, unpaged, published
by Harper, an imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers, ©2019, ISBN 978-0-06-274868-3,
(Elementary school, nonfiction/biography, picture book)

QUEEN OF PHYSICS: HOW WU CHIEN SHIUNG HELPED UNLOCK THE SECRETS
OF THE ATOM, by Teresa Robeson, illustrated by Rebecca Huang, unpaged,
published by Sterling Children’s Books, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-4549-3220-8, (Elementary
school, nonfiction/biography, picture book)

SATURDAY, written and illustrated by Oge Mora, unpaged, published by Little, Brown
and Company. ©2019, ISBN 978-0-316-43127-9, (Preschool, Elementary school,
fiction, picture book)

SKY WITHOUT LINES, A, by Krystia Basil, illustrated by Laura Barras, unpaged,
published by A Minedition Book, English edition by Michael Neugebauer Publishing.
©2019, ISBN 978-988-8341-89-4, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book)

SOLDIER FOR EQUALITY: JOSE DE LA CRUZ SAENZ AND THE GREAT WAR,
written and illustrated by Duncan Tonatiuh, unpaged, published by Abrams Books for
Young Readers. ©2019, ISBN 978-1-4197-3682-7, (Elementary school,
nonfiction/biography, picture book)

SOME PLACES MORE THAN OTHERS, by Renée Watson, 194 pages, published by
Bloomsbury Children’s Books. ©2019, ISBN 978-1-68119-108-9, (Upper elementary
school/Middle school, fiction)

STRANGE BIRDS: A FIELD GUIDE TO RUFFLING FEATHERS, by Celia C. Pérez,
365 pages, published by Kokila, ©2019, ISBN 978-0-425-290431-9, (Upper elementary
school/Middle school, fiction)

SULWE, by Lupita Nyong’'o, illustrated by Vashti Harrison, unpaged, published by
Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers. ©2019, ISBN 978-1-5344-2536-1, (Pre-
school, Elementary school, fiction, picture book)

THEY CALLED US ENEMY, by George Takei, Justin Eisinger and Steven Scott,
illustrated by Harmony Becker, 204 pages, published by Top Shelf Productions, ©2019,
ISBN 978-1-60309-450-4, (Upper elementary school/Middle school,
nonfiction/autobiography, graphic novel)

THURGOOD, by Jonah Winter, illustrated by Bryan Collier, unpaged, published by
Schwartz & Wade Books. ©2019, ISBN 978-1-52476-533-0, (Elementary school,
nonfiction/biography, picture book)
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UNDEFEATED, THE, by Kwame Alexander, lllustrated by Kadir Nelson, unpaged,
published by Versify, an imprint of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-328-
78096-6, (Elementary school, nonfiction, poetry, picture book)

UNSTOPPABLE GARRETT MORGAN, THE: INVENTOR, ENTREPRENEUR, HERO,
by Joan DiCicco, illustrated by Ebony Glenn, unpaged, published by Lee and Low
Books Inc, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-62014-5647, (Elementary school, nonfiction/biography,
picture book)

VAMOS!, written and illustrated by Raul the Third, colors by Elaine Bay, unpaged,
published by Versify, an imprint of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, ©2019, ISBN 978-1-328-
55726-1, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book)

WHAT IS GIVEN FROM THE HEART, by Patricia C. McKissack, illustrated by April
Harrison, unpaged, published by Schwartz & Wade Books. ©2019, ISBN 978-0-375-
83615-2, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book)

WOMEN WHO CAUGHT THE BABIES, THE: A STORY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN
MIDWIVES, by Eloise Greenfield, illustrated by Daniel Minter, unpaged, published by
Alazar Press. ©2019, ISBN 978-0-9977720-7-4, (Elementary school, nonfiction, poetry,
picture book)
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